


 

Part B – Representation 
 

1. Which document does the comment relate?  ALL 
 

 

  Neighbourhood Plan – Submission version 
  Neighbourhood Area Map (included within the neighbourhood plan document) 

Consultation Statement 

Basic Conditions Statement 

Strategic Environmental Assessment and Habitats Regulations Assessment Determination Notice 

Strategic Environmental Assessment and Habitats Regulations Assessment Screening Report 

Other   Please specify:   
 

2. Which part of the document does the comment relate?   
Identify the text that you are commenting on as appropriate.   

 
  Location of Text 

Whole document    
Section / chapter / appendix   
Policy   
Page   

 
3. Do you wish to?     

Tick one box only. 
 
 
 
 

4. Please give your reasons in the box below. 
 

 
1. The Draft GNP does not meet the ‘basic conditions’ set out in the relevant legislation. 
2. The Draft GNP fails to allocate The Allard family Land for a purpose that is in the interests of 

the best planning of Gillingham as a whole and would undermine the key objective: achieving 
sustainable development (NPPF, including para 7.) There are three dimensions to sustainable 
development: economic, social and environmental. The draft GNP is not a credible or 
balanced response to all three dimensions. 

3. The draft GNP would also not accord with the emerging Local Plan and wider development 
plan framework.  

4. The Allard Land is part of a sector of Gillingham that has been preferred by NDDC for future 
housing growth and there are ‘live’ discussions with Officers at NDDC. 

5. The Draft ND Local Plan is currently open for public consultation until 22nd January 2018. The 
Draft GNP should await progress with the Local Plan before it will be possible for it to be in 
conformity with the changing policy framework. 

6. There is arguably no deliverable 5‐year housing land supply: this problem applies to 
Gillingham. 
 

  Support 

  Support with conditions 

Object 

  Make an observation 
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7. The Government is still fine‐tuning draft guidelines regarding the objective assessment of 
housing need (OAN). The GNP cannot move forward until a District‐wide understanding of the 
impact of OAN is settled and the town by town housing targets re‐set. 

8. This objection therefore applies to the whole Gillingham Neighbourhood Plan process and all 
the supporting documents – see response to Q1 – not just one part of the GNP. 

9. We are expecting a draft revised NPPF in April (?) 2018 and this may proceed to be a final 
version by Autumn 2018. Given the Government’s aim of addressing the ‘broken housing 
market’ it would be premature, to progress the Draft GNP, before the all of the above are 
better understood and reported after the Local Plan Examination. 

10. There might be a prospect that the Draft GNP could be being considered at an Examination at 
the same time as the lead‐up and actual Examination into North Dorset Local Plan: a chaotic 
and unmanageable collision of events – two Inspectors working in parallel – duplication of 
evidence and effort – confusion for all those involved. In our opinion, it would be better to 
allow the Local Plan to ‘go first’ and for the GNP to follow. 

 
 

 
 

5. Please give details of any suggested modifications in the box below. 
 

 
 
The Allard Land should be allocated for mixed use including housing and commercial and sports and 
public open space use (see our objections to the North Dorset Local Plan – January 2018). 
 
Al related parts of the Draft GNP would need to be amended, where relevant, to assimilate this 
change into the GNP. 

  

 
6. Do you wish to be notified of the District Council’s decision to make or refuse to make the 

neighbourhood plan?   
Please tick one box only. 

 
 
 
 

Signature:       Date:  19/01/18   

If submitting the form electronically, no signature is required. 

  Yes 

  No 
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Basic Conditions Statement 
Prepared on behalf of Gillingham Town Council 

GILLINGHAM NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN  

MAY 2017 

Benchmark / Allard comments added in red text 18/01/18.
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1. Introduction

1.1 This Basic Conditions Statement (the Statement) has been prepared by the Gillingham 
Neighbourhood Plan Group, under the auspices of the Town Council, to accompany 
the submission of the Gillingham Neighbourhood Plan (the Plan) to North Dorset 
District Council under regulation 15 of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) 
Regulations 2012 (“the Regulations”).  

1.2 The independent examination of the Plan is intended to ensure that it meets four 
Basic Conditions set out in Paragraph 8(2) Schedule 4B of the Town and Country 
Planning Act 1990 (as amended). In order to meet the Basic Conditions the Plan must: 

I. Have regard to national policies and advice contained in guidance issued by the
Secretary of State;

II. Be in general conformity with the strategic policies of the development plan for
the area;

III. Contribute to the achievement of sustainable development;
IV. Not breach, and be otherwise compatible with, EU obligations.

1.3 The Plan must also comply with several legal requirements included in sections 38A, 
38B and 38C of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 (as amended) and 
sections 61G and Paragraph 10(2) of Schedule 4B Town and Country Planning Act 1990 
(as amended). To comply with these legal requirements the Plan must:   

• Specify the period for which it is to have effect;

• Not include provision relating to ‘excluded development’;

• Not relate to more than one neighbourhood area;

• Have been prepared for an area that has been properly designated; and

• Have been developed and submitted for examination by a ‘qualifying body’.

• In addition, the policies must relate to the development and use of land for the
designated neighbourhood area.

1.4 The following sections of this Statement explain how the Plan meets the legal 
requirements and basic conditions i, ii, iii and iv. 

2. Legal Requirements

The Plan specifies the period for which it is to have effect   
2.1 The Plan specifies that it relates to the period from 2016 until 2031. 

The policies do not relate to excluded development   
2.2 The Plan does not include policies dealing with mineral extraction and waste 

development which are county matters, nationally significant infrastructure, or any 
other matters set out in Section 61K of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990.  It 
does make reference to Household waste recycling facilities in section 10, but only as 
an informative and referencing the Bournemouth, Dorset and Poole Waste Plan. 

Benchmark / Allard comments 18/01/18

GNP fails 
these 2 
basic 

conditions
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The Plan does not relate to more than one neighbourhood area and has been prepared for 
an area that has been properly designated; 
2.3 The Plan does not relate to more than one neighbourhood area and there are no 

other neighbourhood development plans in place within the Neighbourhood Area. The 
map below shows the neighbourhood area. The Neighbourhood Plan Area was 
designated on 20 August 2012 by North Dorset District Council. 

© Crown copyright and database right. All rights reserved (100053092) 2017 

The Plan is being submitted by a qualifying body  
2.4 The Plan has been submitted by Gillingham Town Council, which is a qualifying body as 

defined by the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended). The Plan has been 
prepared by the Gillingham Neighbourhood Plan Group (GNPG) under the auspices of 
the Town Council.   

What is being proposed is a Neighbourhood Development Plan   
2.5 The Plan relates to planning matters (the use and development of land) and has been 

prepared in accordance with the statutory requirements and processes set out in the 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended by the Localism Act 2011) and the 
Neighbourhood Planning Regulations 2012.   

This area 
should be 

included - in 
the interests 
of producing 
a sustainable 

GNP.
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Benchmark / Allard objections comments 18/01/18 - see also objections to Draft
North Dorset Local Plan submitted 19/01/18 - promoting land for mixed use
(housing / B1 and sports / public open space) - off Harding's Lane, Gillingham.

NB The GNP will have a long term impact on the town to 2031 - and it should not be
rushed through in advance of the much needed revisions to the Local Plan.
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until 2043?
well

beyond
the NP
period

2031?

The Local Plan Review is underway ... if the Allard Land is allocated
for mixed use - the GNP would need to be amended ... the process
should be Local Plan first, then GNP.
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The GNP could be based on more up to date information?
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1.10 

ALLARD REP APPENDIX 1.10












